Simultaneous determination of MAO-A and -B activity following first time intake of an irreversible MAO-B inhibitor in patients with Parkinson's disease.
We determined monoamine oxidase-A (plasma) and -B (platelets) enzyme activity in chronic levodopa treated patients with Parkinson's disease after first time intake of an irreversible monoamine oxidase-B inhibitor. One patient received 10 mg selegiline and eleven patients took 1 mg rasagiline. A significant decrease of monoamine oxidase-B activity appeared 2 and 4 h following monoamine oxidase-B inhibitor intake in comparison to baseline. We confirm with this design, that rasagiline and selegiline inhibit monoamine oxidase-B but not monoamine oxidase-A after single dosing.